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Totalitarian Governments
Directions: On your own, read about the different totalitarian governments. With your group, discuss everything that you have read. Then answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 
1. In your own words, explain totalitarianism. 
2. Why would someone support a totalitarian government?
3. Religion, Economy, Education, and Media… these are all aspects that the state has total control over in totalitarian governments. 
· Give an example on how Nazi Germany was in control of one of these aspects.
· Give an example on how Soviet Russia was in control of one of these aspects (cannot be the same one used for Germany or Italy). 
· Give an example on how Fascist Italy was in control of one of these aspects (cannot be the same one used for Germany or Russia). 
· Of all the aspects, which one do you think would be the easiest for you to allow the government to control? Why? Record the conversation between your group mates. Write down all your different thoughts and reasonings. 
· Of all the aspects, which one do you think would be the most difficult for you to allow the government to control? Why? Record the conversation between your group mates. Write down all your different thoughts and reasonings.
4. Explain the cartoon under the “Economy” Section. What message is the cartoonist trying to portray? 
5. Why can totalitarian governments never truly succeed? 
6. How could Pope Pius XI benefit from his relationship with Mussolini? How could Mussolini benefit?
7. Compare the Soviet Union Communist Society to the United States Capitalist society. 
8. Which subject that the Nazi’s controlled in school did you find most interesting? Why? 
Something that every country did was control the Media. You and your group are going to create a propaganda poster. On a different paper. The poster can focus on one of the following things:
· Keeping your Mouth shut- people were urged not to talk about the war effort incase an enemy spy was listening. People also could not talk negatively about their countries’ war effort or they could face punishment such as fines, imprisonment, or in some countries, death. 
· Demonizing the Enemy – Countries would publish details about atrocities to cause people to view the enemy negatively and then in return support their own country more. 
· Idolizing your leader – There were many posters that glorified their leaders in order to rally more support for the war effort and the goal of the state. 
Your group must design a propaganda poster with a catchy slogan, and a influential picture. Answer the below questions about your poster. 
9. What historical facts are in your poster?
10. [bookmark: _GoBack]What is your poster trying to influence people to do? Explain, in detail, its purpose. 
